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WHEN YOU COME TO WORK AT AN ORGANIZATION THAT USES 

PREDOMINANTLY LABRADORS, ITôS EASY FOR THEM TO START BLURRING 

TOGETHER AFTER A WHILE.  THIS WEEK, AN 18 MONTH, ALMOST WHITE, 

YELLOW LABRADOR NAMED ROMEO REMINDED US WHAT A  

UNIQUE AND INCREDIBLE DOG HE IS. 

When it was determined that Romeo wasnôt going to be suitable for a Service Dog 

placement, he was immediately recommended for the PADS VIP (Very Important 

Pet) Program.  His calm, easy going personality and the wonderful socialization 

and training by the Weil-Sierra family (especially the dedication and hard work of 

their teenage son Simon!) made him an ideal candidate.  Romeo was determined to 

make a difference in the life of someone with a disability.  Not just any someoneéa 

young boy named Jake.  PADS was approached because Jake (at right meeting 

Romeo with Dad, Mark), needed a friend.   
 

This special match was made possible through the 22nd Annual Womenôs Media Golf 

Classic, which benefitted the Pacific Autism Family Centre.  Organizer Wendy 

Cocchia (shown below with daughter Connie, puppy-in-training Lincoln and a young 

golfer) contacted PADS to let us know of Jakeôs ñDream Wishò of a dog, and it so 

happened that we had a perfect VIP (Very Important Pet) match waiting for him.   
 

On a sunny Sunday afternoon in June, Romeo met the Bartel Family and their son, Jake.  

We werenôt sure if Romeoôs loving personality might be a little too affectionate for Jake -- 

but Romeo knew exactly how to win ñhisò childôs heart -- he waited patiently for 

Jake to seek him out and then gently showed him that he could be 

trusted.  He remained exceptionally calm in spite of the 

family lavishing him with love.  Jakeôs therapists and 

doctors hope that with Romeoôs help, that Jake will 

finally be able to make the transition from a long 

residential hospital stay to return home to his family.  

Romeo has found his own special place in this world, 

and Jake has found a best friend.  Youôre one in a 

million Romeo! 
 

Our hearty congratulations and sincere thanks to 
Romeo`s amazing puppy-raisers (The Weil-Sierra 

Family), puppy-sponsor Jean Donaldson and the 22nd 

Annual Womenôs Media Golf Classic. 
 

PADS VIP (Very Important Pet) program places well 
socialized and trained pets with children with disabilities or 

who are fighting long term illnesses. 
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ROMEO... 

SWEET ROMEO... 



BITTERSWEET FAREWELL 
Bob Morrison, PADS Executive Director 

 

As the time grows closer to my departure from PADS, I am now filled with ñretireesô remorseò. While I still believe it is the right 

choice, I dread the day I will wake up and realize I will not be seeing the co-workers (and dogs) I have grown so close to over the 

past 5 ½ years.  While, at times, life at PADS has been frustrating and stressful it is an experience I would not have missed and I 

will cherish my time here forever.  So much has changed during the past few years it is 

hard to remember that it was only a few years ago when our staff consisted 

of only 6 people and a few older buildings.  

 

While the growth in our campus, staff resources, PADS Calgary 

as well as our breeding, EPE & VIP programs have all been 

significant; during the past year growing pains, combined with 

staffing absences, and unexpected and disappointingly high 

numbers of medical releases have resulted in a reduction in the 

number of dogs actually placed with clients.  We have recently 

formulated a comprehensive action plan to ensure that our advanced 

training capacity will reflect a measurable increase for 2009-10. 

Details of this can be found in an article by Jackie Clark (Director of 

Canine Programs) on page 4.   

 

Weôre pleased to announce that Kennel Manager Amelia Fellenz has 

been promoted to Apprentice Instructor, Instructor Pam Zimmerman  

returned to work from medical leave and Senior Instructor, Margaret 

Hicks, has returned from a year of a parental leave 6-8 hours a week until 

the fall.  We welcome Kyle Whitelaw and Ayano Makita to the team 

through the summer months. 

 

These measures are already creating a positive momentum and an optimistic atmosphere in the advanced training area with the 

current training forecast reflecting a total of 16-18 placements for the year ended Feb 28, 2010 along with an expanded VIP 

program.  In closing I wish to express sincere thanks to everyone who helped make the past 5 ½ years - as a part of an award 

winning organization - a memorable and rewarding experience. 

AUCTION  SUCCESS! 
Dressed in their finest blacks and yellows they descended on the 

Hilton Metrotown in droves to enjoy yet another FABULOUS 

Motherôs Day Auction for PADS. With their appetites ready and their 

eyes riveted on the items perched on the table, you could just see the 

sunlight glimmer off the drool hanging from their lips.  The DOGSé

not the people!!  One service dog even brought flowers for his puppy 

raising mommy!  How could the day get better?? 

 

It did though!  This yearôs Motherôs Day Brunch and Auction was a 

sold out event with over 500 items to bid on or win. The food was 

wonderful, the dogs on their best behavior and the people ready to 

show their incredible support for PADS 

with their paddles in hand.  This support 

was so astonishing that we raised just 

under $40 000 in a few short hours!! 

 

We want to take this opportunity to 

thank all the generous donors, hard 

working volunteers, and attendees for 

making this event such a HUGE 

success. 

 

PADS Puppy-in-training Ceilidh enjoys 

her ñEarly Bird Prize Drawò Winnings 

SMOKEY BONES  
Through a generous relationship with Tisol, we are 

able to provide smokey bones for the dogs in the 

advanced kennel. For every two bones we buy, the 

advanced dogs receive one. Smokey bones are 

available for $5.00 each. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday classes: Call 604.809.8310  or Email 

andrew_eastgaard@telus.net to arrange for Monday 

drop-off. 

 

Tuesday Classes: Please purchase from  Andrew 

Eastgaard  in class. 

ƽProduct not exactly as shown!!! 

Tango, Banjo, Link & Toby II 




